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Part A- Research Methodology (Core) Marks : 40
Unit Content Total
No Marks
4X10=40
Unit Foundations, Approaches and Epistomologies of Political Science Research 10 Marks
01 Idea of Social Science, Social Science as a Science and question of Objectivity and
falsification.
Foundations of Political Science Research, Need and purposes of Political Science
Research. Language of research; Philosophy of Research; Ethics in Research in
Political Science. Approaches to Research in Political Science: Traditional and
Behavioural Approaches.
Post- Behavioural Approaches: Critical, Constructivist.
Epistemologies: a. Hermeneutics and Hermeneutics Phenomenology
b. Modernity and Post Modernity (Anthony Giddens, Edward Said, Foucault, Derrida
and Spivak), Feminist Methodology.
Unit Statistics and Data Collection 10 Marks
02 Use of Statistics in research in Political Science, Data and methods of Data collection,
Sampling and basics of Statistical Testing, Operationalisation and Measurement, Linking Data
with Concepts and Units, Data analysis, basics of SPSS.
Unit 10 Marks
03 Survey Research Methods
Questionnaire Design; formulation of questions; selecting question types; evaluating
responses - alternatives and non-committal responses, Administering the questionnaire.
Interviews: Face to face interview; Interview Schedule; Telephone Interviews; Internet
Interviews.
Fieldwork: Pre-testing of questionnaire and pilot study; selection and training of
investigators; monitoring and data management.
Participant Observation Method: Focused Group Discussion; Interview with key
informants; Ethnographic Methods.
Unit Research Design 10 Marks
04 Research Design, Qualitative and Quantitative research, Transforming Concepts into
Units of measurement, Issues in Qualitative and Quantitative research, Writing
Research Proposal and Research Report.
Part B: Core Syllabus — Subject Name :Political Science Marks : 60
Unit Introduction to Political Theory 10 Marks
05

The Political context Debates on freedom, Equality, Justice, Rights and Debates on
Democratic Political Community.

Nature & Evolution of Classical Western Political Thought; Thoughts of Plato and
Aristotle; Social Contract Theory of Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau; Thoughts of
Machiavelli and Thomas Aquinas on State & Church; Theory of Utilitarianism :
Meaning, nature and significance; Contributions of Bentham and Mill.

Scientific Socialism: Meaning, nature, significance; Thoughts of Hegel and Marx;
Contributions of Lenin & Mao to Marxian Socialism. Mahatma Gandhi,




B.R.Ambedkar, Ram Manohar Lohia.

Unit
06

Politics in India: Approaches to Indian Politics State in India Class, Caste, Tribe and
Gender Religion, Region and Language Development Process Political Parties
Elections.

Party System in India: Single Party to Dominant and Multi Party System, Regional and
State Parties, Coalition Politics; Party Alliances and Government Formation,
Federalism, Regionalism and Political Parties. Elections in India: Determinants of
Voting Behaviour: Caste, Community, Class, Gender and Region. Electoral Reforms.
Problems relating to formation of States; Debates on Article 370 and 371; Problems of
Union- State relations - Recommendations of the Rajamannar Commission and the
Sark aria Commission; Challenges of diversity, development and separatism. Social
Movements: Objectives, methods.

10 Marks

Unit
07

International Relations: International Relations: Meaning, Nature, Evolution and Scope;
Classical Theories of International Relations: Realism, Liberalism and Marxism;
Modern Theories: Neo-Realism, Pluralism, Systems Theory Decision-making
approach, Game Theory and feminist approaches. Major Concepts of International
Relations: National Power, National Interest, Balance of Power and Sovereignty;
Security- Collective Security and Cooperative Security. Foreign Policies of India
towards their South Asian Counterparts, Regional Cooperation (Problems and
Prospects): SAARC, SAFTA, SAPTA. Comparative economic systems; Economic
growth; Development; Backwardness; Reform.

International and Multilateral Economic Institutions: League of Nations, UNO, WB,
IMF, GATT to World Trade Organisation, (WTO), Political Economy of Regionalism:
European Union, Asia Pacific Economic Community (APEC), ASEAN.

Comparative Governments: Legislature, Executive, Judiciary and Party system in
UK, USA, FRANCE and Switzerland.

10 Marks

Unit
08

Decentralization, Structure and Local Governance.

Panchayat Raj system in India- Growth and development (Phases of development),
Constitutional Amendments and Structure. Recent Developments issues and
Challenges.

Politics of Decentralization: Evolution, Goals, Dimensions and Challenges;
Decentralization and Citizen Participation: Instruments, Mechanisms and Spaces;
Democratic Accountability in Local Governance Institutions (Local election,
Transparency & RTI and Civil Society).

Rural & Urban Development Planning: Approaches, Policies and Programmes: Urban
Development Planning: Approaches, Policies and Programs Decentralization, and
Local Governments Devolution and functioning of Panchayat Raj Institutions,
Devolution and functioning of Urban Local Bodies People's Participation in Rural-
Urban Development: Role of NGO's and Citizen Groups.

10 Marks

Unit
09

Constitutional Development: Philosophical Foundations & historical legacy of the
Constitution of India, Salient features of the Constitution; Citizenship, Executive,
Legislature and Judicial systems in India, Idea of welfare state; Fundamental Rights
and Directive Principles - Nature , Significance and its controversy, Nature of Indian
Federalism, Centre-State Relations and Issues of Tensions. Centre-State Review
Commissions.

Constitutional Review Commissions.

10 Marks




Unit
10

Public Administration: Evolution of the discipline of Public Administration, Contextual Public
Administration, Contemporary Development — New Public Administration, New Public
management, Local Government administration in India, Administrative Thinkers,
Comparative Public Administration: Significance, nature and scope of comparative Public
Administration-Need for comparative study-constitutional government and democracy,

Role of Executive, legislature and Judiciary systems in UK, USA, FRANCE and
Switzerland.
Evolution of bureaucracy and local government administration in UK, USA,FRANCE and
Switzerland, Development Administration Indian Administration: Historical Evolution, Good
governance, E-Governance and Administrative Reforms in India, Centre-State Administrative
Relations, Personnel Administration: Recruitment, Training, Promotion, Morale, Generalist
and Specialist controversy, Financial Administration in India, Public Policy- Concept and
Dimension Approaches to Public Policy Studies, Public Policy Process and Public Policy
Analysis.

10 Marks
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Note

1. Ph.D. Entrance test is for 100 Marks (1 marks each) and MCQ type.

2. Research methodology (Part A) carries 40 marks and core subject (Part B) carries 60
marks.
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